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1 - 48 Environmental Rules on the Way Out Under Trump, NY Times, 10/5/17 
https ://www.nytimes.com/i nte ractive/2017 /10/05/ cl i mate/tru m p-e nvi ran me nt-ru les-reve rsed. htm I 
Since taking office in January, President Trump has made eliminating federal regulations a priority. His administration 
has often targeted environmental rules it sees as overly burdensome. 

2 - What does it look like to dive in the Gulf dead zone? This diver took video, Times Picayune, 10/4/17 
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2017 /10/what does it look like to dive.html 
Researchers have measured the dead zone growing along the Louisiana and Texas coasts during the summer months 
since 1985. This year, one of those researchers carried a GoPro with him as he dove below the surface in the heart of 
the oxygen-deprived waters. In mid-August, Cameron Thrash, an assistant professor for Louisiana State University's 
Department of Biological Sciences, dove 60 feet down at the site of a measuring station about 30 miles south of 
Cocodrie. 

3 - In wake of major floods, Texas water agency drafting statewide flood plan, Texas Tribune, 10/4/17 
https://www. texastri bu ne .o rg/2017 /10/04/texas-d rafti ng-statewide-flood-p la n-2019-legislative-session/ 
The Texas Water Development Board is crafting the state's first-ever flood plan, which will take a comprehensive look 
at flooding vulnerabilities across the state and the projects that might mitigate them. 

4 - Will anyone buy this huge coal plant, Greenwire, 10/2/17 
https://www.eenews.net/climatewire/stories/1060062273 
Peabody Energy said today it has found a number of potential buyers interested in operating the Navajo Generating 
Station, keeping alive hopes that the massive Arizona coal plant will continue running beyond its planned 2019 closing 
date. The St. Louis-based mining firm did not disclose the list of buyers or the number of parties interested in 
operating NGS, as the facility is often called. But in a sign of the simmering tensions surrounding one of the West's 
largest coal facilities, the plant's operator said it will continue planning for its closure even as it provides information 
to perspective buyers. 

5 - EPA seeks to delay action on brick, tile standards, EE News, 10/4/17 
https ://www .ee news. net/gree nwi re/2017 /10/04/stories/1060062619 
A long-running saga of air pollution regulation could be on the verge of running even longer. Two years after U.S. EPA 
issued new emissions standards for brick and tile manufacturers, the agency now plans to review them and is also 
seeking to call off Nov. 9 oral arguments on lawsuits filed by both industry and environmental groups, according to a 
court motion yesterday. 

6 - Groups threaten EPA with another lawsuit in ozone standoff, EE News, 10/4/17 
https://www .ee news. net/gree nwi re/2017 /10/04/stories/1060062607 
A coalition of environmental and public health groups is threatening U.S. EPA with a fresh lawsuit over the agency's 
failure to meet a milestone for enforcement of its 2015 ground-level ozone standard. 



"October 1, 2017 has passed, and EPA has not satisfied its statutory obligation" under the Clean Air Act to either 
promulgate attainment designations for the 70 parts per billion standard or formally extend the deadline for doing so, 
attorneys for the American Lung Association and nine other groups said in a letter yesterday informing the agency of 
plans to file suit after a legally required 60-day waiting period. 

7 - Texas communities, rich and poor, seek common ground in Gore's new climate film, Texas Climate, 10/4/17 
http://texasclimatenews.org/?p=13981 
Al Gore's new documentary on climate change, "An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power," is a narrative of pressing 
on through loss - over and again. "If I said there haven't been times when this felt like a personal failure on my part," 
a grim and candid Gore allows at one point, referring to the lack of real climate progress, "I'd be lying." The film, the 
follow-up to Gore's 2006 "An Inconvenient Truth," resonates in different ways - and in some unlikely places. 

8 - Arkema's Chemical Plant Flooded After Harvey Faces Another lawsuit, Houston Public Media, 10/4/17 
http://www. houston pu blicmedia .o rg/a rticles/ news/ e ne rgy-e nvi ran me nt/2017 /10/04/240329 /chem ica I-p la nt
flooded-afte r-ha rvey-faces-a not her-lawsuit/ 
A Houston-area chemical plant is facing yet another lawsuit, the second against the plant from nearby residents. 
After Harvey flooded the Arkema, Inc., plant near Crosby, Texas, residents claim their properties were contaminated 
with toxins. In the lawsuit, filed Tuesday in U.S. District Court in Houston, plaintiffs claim smoke from the fires led to 
"mysterious black ash" raining down on their land. One resident claims to have recovered jars full of it after the fires. 

9 -The No. 1 Harvey-related ailment now: respiratory problems, Houston Chron, 10/2/17 
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/local/prognosis/article/The-No-1-Harvey-related-ailment-now-respiratory-
12249829.php&cmpid=twitter-premium 
First, it was skin infections that sent people to the doctor in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey flooding the Houston 
area. Now, it's respiratory problems. Doctors with Memorial Hermann Health System, Baylor College of Medicine and 
Kelsey Seybold Clinics said this week they have been seeing more patients, particularly those from areas hit hard by 
flooding, whose asthma or allergies has flared up lately. 

10 - Tropical Depression 16 forms, expected to become hurricane in Gulf by Sunday, NHC says, Advocate, 10/4/17 
http://www.theadvocate.com/new orleans/news/environment/article ed1d378a-a90a-11e7-88a8-
0f898328184b.html 
A tropical depression formed in the Caribbean Sea on Wednesday with projections indicating it will move into the Gulf 
of Mexico in the coming days. According to the National Hurricane Center, the depression should move slowly 
northwestward across or near the eastern portions of Nicaragua and Honduras on Thursday, move into the 
northwestern Caribbean Sea by Friday, and emerge over the southern Gulf of Mexico by Saturday. 

11 Other Voices: It's EPA's job to ensure Superfund sites tested, leaks deaned up, Longview News Journal, 
10/4/2017 
https ://www. news-jou rna I .com/ news/2017 / oct/04/ othe r-voices-its-epas-jo b-to-e nsu re-su pe rfu nd-site/ 
As if Hurricane Harvey didn't cause enough disruption along the Texas Gulf Coast, another troubling question has 
arisen: Did dangerous chemicals leak from Superfund sites that were flooded for days? Investigators fear that may 
have happened with at least one site, the San Jacinto Waste Pits east of Houston. 
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48 Environmental Rules on the \/\.ayOut Under Trump- The NewYorkTimes 

Environmental Rules on 
the Way Out Under Trump 
ByNADJAPOPOVICH and LIVIAALBECK-RIPKA OCT 5, 2017 

Since taking office in January, President 1hu:np has made eliminating foderal 

regulations a prioritv. His administration - with help from Republicans in 

Congress - has often targeted environmental rules it sees as overly 

burdensome to the fossil fuel industry, including major Obama-era policies 

aimed at fighting climate change. 

To date, the the Trump administration has sought to reverse nearly 50 

environmental rules, according to an analysis by The New York Tunes. 

48 

rules have been 
overturned 

rol ! back;, ae 
in limbo 
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The chart above reflects three types of policy changes: rules that have been 
officially reversed; announcements and changes still in progress, pending 

reviews and other rulemaking procedures; and regulations whose status is 

unclear becanse of delays or court actions. ( Another five rules were undone 
but later reinstated after legal challenges.) 

Regulations have often been reversed as a direct response to petitions from 
oil, coal and gas companies and other industry groups, which have e{\joyed a 

much closer relationship with key figures in the Tnn11p administration than 

under President Barack Obama. 

Scott Pruitt, the head of the Environmental Protection Agency, has met 
almost daily with indnstry executives and lobbyists. (As Oklahoma's 

attorney generaL Mr. Pruitt sued the agency he now oversees 1mre than a 

dozen times to try to block Obama-era ntles.) The E.P.A. has been involved 
in one-third of the policy reversals identified by The Times. 

Here are the details for each policy targeted by the administration so far -

including who lobbied to get the regulations changed. Are there rules we 
missed? Email climateteam(ifjnvtzmes.com or tweet (11)nvtclzmate. 

1. Revoked Obama-era flood standards for federal 

infrastructure projects 
Tl1is Obama-era rule, revoked by Mr. Trump in August, required that federal agencies protect new 
infrastructure prnjects by building to higher flood standards. Buiiding trade groups and man'/ Republican 
lawmakecs opposed it as costly and burdensome. 

2. Rejected a proposed ban on a potentlally harmful 

1nsect1c1de 
Dow Agcosciences, which sells the insecticide chlorpycifos, opposed a risk analysis by the Obama-era 
E.PA. that found the compound posed a risi to feta; bcain and nervous system development. Mr. Pcuitt 
reiocted_the_E.PA.'s analysis, acguing the chemica! needed further study. 

3. Lifted a freeze on new coal leases on public lands 
Coal companies weren't thrilled about the Obama administration's three-year freeze pending an 
environmental review Mr. Zinke. the interior secretary, revoked the freeze and review in March. He 
appointed members to a new advisory committee on coa! royalties in September. 

4. Canceled a requirement for oil and gas companies to 

report methane emlsslons 
;n March, Republican officials from 11 states wrote a letter to Mr. Pruitt, saying the rule added costs 
and par,erwork for oi; and gas companies. The next day, Mr. Pruitt revoked tl1e ruie. 
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5. Revoked a rule that prevented coal companies from 

dumping mining debrls lnto local streams 
The coal industry said the rule was overiy burdensome, calling it part of a "war on coal" In February, 
Congress passed a bill revoking the rule, which Mr. Trump signed into law. 

6. Approved the Keystone XL plpeline 
Republicans, along with oil, gas and stee; indu.,try gro,,DS, opposed Mr. Obama's decision to blocK the 
pipeline, arguing that the project wou!d create jobs and support North American energy indeDendence 
After the Dipeline company reappiied for a permit, the TrnmD administration approved it 

7. Approved the Dakota Access plpeline 
Republicans criticized Mr. Obama for de!aying construction after protests led by the Standing Rock 
Sioux Tribe. Mr. Trump ordered an expedited review of the pipeline, and the Amiy §l?_RCQYaj_j_t. Crude oil 
began flowing on June 1, but a federal judge later ordered a new environmenta! review. 

8. Prohibited funding third-party projects through federal 

lawsuit settlements, which could include environmental 

programs 
Companies settling iawsuits with the federal government have sometimes paid for third· party projects, 
like when Volkswagen put $2.7 billion toward po;lution-fighting programs after its emissions cheating 
scandaL The Justice Department has now prohibited such ooyments, which some conservatives have 
called "slush funds." 

9. Repealed a ban on offshore oll and gas drllllng in the 

Atlantic and Arctic oceans 
Lobbyists for the oi; industry were opoosed to Mr. Obama's use of tl1e Outer Continenta; Shelf Lands Act 
to permanent!y ban offshore drilling along parts of the Atlantic coast and much of the ocean aro,md 
Aiasl,a. Mr. Trump reDealed the r,olicy in an April executive order and instructed his interior secretary, 
Mr. Zinke. to review the locations made availabie for offshore drilling. 

10. Proposed the use of selsmic alr guns for gas and oil 

exploration in the Atlantic 
Following a executive order in Apri! Known as the America-First Offshore Energy Strategy, the Tr,,mp 
administration began an application process to aHow five oil and gas companies to survey the At!antic 
using seismic air guns, which fire !oud blasts that can harm wha!es, fish and turties. The Obama 
administration had previousiy denied such permits 

11. Revoked a 2016 order protecting the northern Bering 

Sea region in Alaska 
Mr. Trump revoked Mr Obama's 2Qll;i __ Qr!J.~r protecting the Bering Sea and Bering Strait by conserving 
biodiversity, engaging Alaska Native tribes and building a sustainable economy in the Arctic, which is 
vulnerable to climate change. 

12. Repealed an Obama-era rule regulating royalties for 

on, gas and coal 
Lobbyists for the fossi; fuel industry opposed 2016 ;nterior Department reguiations meant to ensure fair 
royalties were ooid to the government for oii, gas and coai extracted from federal or tribal land. In 
August, the Trump administration rescinded the rule, saying it caused "confusion and uncertainty" for 
energy companie., 

13. Withdrew guidance for federal agencies to include 

greenhouse gas emlss1ons 1n environmental reviews 
Republicans in Congress opposed the guidelines, whicl1 advised federnl agencie., to account for pos.,ible 
climate effects in environmeritai impact reviews. They argued that the government lacked the authority 
to make such recornrnendations, and that the new rules wou!d s!ow down permitting. 

14. Relaxed the environmental revlew process for federal 

infrastructure projects 
Oi! and gas industry ieaders said the permit issuing process for new infrastructure projects ·w·.is costly 
and cumbersome. In an August executive order. Mr. Trump announced a po;icy he said would streamline 
the process for pipelines, bridges. power lines and other federal projects. The order put a singie federal 
agency in charge of navigating environmental reviews. instituted a 90-day timeiine for permit 
authorizaton decisions and set a goal of completing the fu;; process in two yearn. 
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15. Announced intent to stop payments to the Green 

C:lmate Fund 
Mr. Trump said he wou;d cancel payments_to_the fund. a United Nations program that helps developing 
countries reduce emissions and adapt to ciimate change. Mr Obama had pledged $3 billion, $1 biHion 
of which Congress has already paid out over the opposition of some Repubiicans. 

16. Dropped proposed restr1ctions on mln1ng ln Brlstol 

Bay, Alaska 
A Canadian company sued tl1e E PA over an Obama-era p!an to restrict mining in Bristol Bay, an 
important salmon fishery. Tl1e Trump administration settled the suit and allowed the company to a.:>ply 
for permits to build a large gold and crn:>per mine in the area. Alasl,a Re,x,blicans, inc;,,ding Senator 
Lisa M urkowski, supported the mine 

17. Removed the Yellowstone grlzzly bear from the 

endangered list 
Noting that the species population had "rebounded from as fE-w as 136 bears in 1975 to an estimatad 
700 today," tha Interior Departmant ~§Jifil§9_J_Q§_)'§JJ_Q\'ifilQ0_§_grk~l\l- De!isting the bears was first 
forma;ly proposed by the Obama administration in March 2016. 

18. Overturned a ban on the hunting of predators in 

Alaskan wildlife refuges 
Aiaskan politicians opposed the law, which prevented hunters from shooting woives and grizziy bears on 
wiidlife refuges, arguing that the state has authority over those lands. Congress passed a bi;I revoking 
the ruie, which Mr. Trump signed into law. 

19. Withdrew proposed limits on endangered marine 

mammals caught by fishing nets on the West Coast 
Under Mr. Trump, tl1e National Marine Fisheries Service witl1drnw tl1e prooosed rule, noting high costs 
to the fishing industry and arguing that s,,fficient ;:,rotections were a!ready in place 

20. Stopped discouraging the sale of plastlc water bottles 

In natlona: parks 
The National Park Service had urged parks to reduce or eliminate the sale of disposable piastic water 
bottle.sin favor of filling stations and reusabie bottles The !ntemationa; Bottled Water Association called 
the action uniustified. 

21. Rescinded an Obama-era order to consider climate 

change in managing natural resources ln national parks 
Tl1e 2016 oolicy, which cailed for scientific ;:,ark management, among other objectives, was contested 
by Repub!icans. In August, the National Park Service said they rescinded the policy in order to eliminate 
confusion among the public and Nationa! f".irks Service employees regarding the Trump administration's 
"n1cw vision" for America's parks. 

22. Directed agencies to stop using an Obama-era 

calculation of the "social cost of carbon" 
As part of an expansive March 2017 executive order, Mr. Trump directed agencies to stop using an 
Obama-era calwation that he;ped rulemakers monetize the costs of carbon emissions and instead base 
their estimates on a 2003 cost-benefit analysis. Mr Trump a;so disbanded the working group that 
created e.stimates for tl1e social cost of carbon. 

23. Revoked an update to the Bureau of Land 

Management's public land use plannlng process 
Republicans and fossil f,,el industry groups opposed tl1e ,,pdated planning r,l!e for public !ands, arguing 
tl1at it gave the federal government too much power at the exr,ense of loca! and b,,siness interests. 
Congress passed a bi!! revol,ing tl1e rule, which Mr. Trump signed into law. 

24. Removed copper fliter cake, an electronics 

manufacturing byproduct, from the "hazardous waste" list 
Samsung petitioned the E.PA. to de!ist the waste product, which is produced during electrop!ating at its 
Texas semiconductor facility. The E PA. granted the petition after a pubiic comment period. 
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25. Proposed repeal and replacement of the 

Coal companies and Republican officia!s in many states opposed the plan, Mr. Obama's signature 
climate poi icy, which set strict limits on carbon emissions from existing coal- and gas-fired power 
plants. Mr. Trump issued an executive order in March instructing the EPA to re-evaluate the plan, 
which is tied up in court and has not yet taken effect. In October, the E.PA proposed repealing the plan 
and opened a pubiic comment period soiiciting suggested replacements 

26. Announced intent to withdraw the United States from 

the 
Arguing that it tied his hands in matters of domestic energy poiicy, Mr. Trump anno,mced that the United 
States would withdraw from the Paris accord, under which the United States had Diedged to cut 
emissions by 26 to 28 percent below 2005 levels by 2025. The Trump administration has formaily 
notified the United Nations of its intent to withdraw, but it cannot complete the process unti! late 2020. 

27. Proposed rescinding a rule that 

under the Clean Water Act 
Farmers, real Sbiate deveiopers, golf course owners and many Republicans opposed an Obama-era 
clarification of the Clean Water Act that extended protections over smal! waterways Under Mr. Trump's 
direction, Mr. Pruitt released a proposal in June to ro!! back the expanded definition. 

28. Reopened a review of 

cars and trucks 

for 

Automakers said it would be difficult and costly to meet fuel economy goais they had agreed upon with 
the Obama administration. Under Mr. Trump, the EPA. and Department of Transportation have 
reopened a standards review for model years 2021 through 2025. The administration is aiso 
considering easing r,ena!ties on automakers who do not comply with the federal standards. 

29. Recommended shrinking or modifying 

Republicans in Congress said the Antiquities Act, whicl1 allows presidents to designate national 
monuments, had been aixised by previous administration., Mr. Obama used the law to p;-otect more 
than 4 million acres of land and severa! million square miies of ocean. Mr. Trump ordered a review of 
recent monuments; his interior secretary, Ryan Zinke, recommended_chan_g_es_for_lO_sites. 

30. Reviewing 
As part of his April executive order aimed at expanding offshore oil and gas drilling, Mr. Trump cailed for 
a review of nalionai marine sanctuaries and monuments designated or expanded within the past decade. 
in June, NOAA announced that 12 protected_marine_areas were under r1cview. 

31. Reviewing C)n t:C)X°iC from power plants 

into public waterways 
Utility and fossi! fuel industry groups opposed the ru!e, which !imited the amount of toxic metais ·· 
arsenic, lead and mercury, among others - power piants could release into pubiic waterways. Industry 
representatives said complying with the guidelines, which were to take effect in 2018, wouid be 
extremely expensive. in September, Mr Pruitt postponed the rule until 2020. 

32. Reviewing rules regulating 

plants 

from power 

Utility industry groups petitioned to cl1ange tl1e ruie, wilich regulates how power plants dispose of coal 
ash in waste pits often iocated near waterways. The E.PA agreed to reconsider the rule. 

33. Reviewing emissions standards for 

in addition to the Clean Power Plan, Mr. Trump's Executive Order on Promoting Energy Independence 
called on the E.PA. lo raviE-w a related ruie limiting carbon dioxide emissions from new, modified, and 
reconstructed power plants. 

34. Reviewing emissions rules for 
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Power companies and other ind1JSlry grouoo sued the Obama administration over the cule, which asked 
36 states to tighten emissions exemptions for power plants and other facilities. The EPA under Mr 
Trump asked the court to suspend the case while the ruie undergoes review. 

35. Announced plans to review 

Qi; and gas ind1JStry ieaders called the Obama administration's plan for protecting the bird "deeply 
flawed" and we!comed the Interior Department review, which will reassess restrictions on energy 
production. 

36. Announced plans to rescind water pollution 

regulations for 
Energy companies .:>etitioned the Bureau of Land Management to rescind the ru;e, which was proposed 
by Mr. Obama in 2015 but nE-'Ver enforced amid legal challenges. In Juiy, the buceau announced plans 
to_revoke_the rule, citing Mr. Tcump's "pcioritization of domestic energy production." 

37. Reviewing new 
The Amecican Petroieum Institute and other tcade groups wrote_to the_Trump administration. raising 
concerns over oil rig safety regulations implemented after the 2010 Deepwater Horizon expiosion and 
oil spill In August. the Bureau of Safety and Environmenta; Enforcement confirmed it was moving 
forward with the review Mr. Trump had ordered a review of the ruies earlier in the year. 

38. Ordered a review of a rule regulating 

in the Arctic 
As part of the expansive executive order on offshore dri!ing, Mr. TrnmD called for an immediate review 
of a r,l!e intended to strengthen safetsJ and environrnenta! standards for axp!oratory dri!!ing in the Arctic. 
The rule, a response to tl1e 2013 Kulluk accident in the Gulf of A!aska, increased oversight of f!oating 
vessels and other mobiie offshoce dcilling units. 

39. Proposed ending a restriction on 1n 

Republicans have long sought to to open the A!aska refuge to gas and oil dciling. In Augl.lSl, an interior 
Department internal memo pcoposed lifting rebiriclions on exploratory seismic studies in the ,egion. 
which covers more than 30,000 square mi;es and is home to polar bears. caribou and other Arctic 
anima;s. 

40. Ordered a review of federal regulations on 

in Alaska 
Obama- era ru!es prohibited certain hunting methods in Alasia's nationa; preserves They overruled stale 
law. which had allowed hunters to bait bears with food, shoot caribou from boats and kill bear cubs with 
their mothers present. Alaska sued the Interior Department, claiming that the reguiations affected 
traditiona; harvesting. The Trump administration ordered a review. 

41. Announced a review of 

Stakeholders in the transportation ind1JStry opr,osed the Obama-era rule, which for the first time applied 
emis.,ions standards to trailers and glider vehicles. Tl1ey argued tl1at tl1e E PA lacked the authority to 
regulate them, beca,,se their products are not motorized 

42. Reviewing a rule Hmitlng methane em1ss1ons at new 

oil and gas drilling sites 
Lobbyists for the oi; and gas industries petitioned Mr. Pruitt to reconsider a rule limiting emis.,ions of 
methane and other pollutants from new and modified oil and gas wells. A federal appeals co,,rt has 
ru!ed that the E.PA. must enfo,ce the Obama-era regulation whi!e il rewrites the rule. The E.PA said it 
may do so on a '.'.Q_s\§§ __ Qy __ Q~_g(_j;J_§§]§. 

43. Put on hold rules aimed at cutting methane 
from landffls 
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Waste industry groups Q_Qj~\!e.Q to this Obama era regulation, W:1ich required landfills to set up methane 
gas co;;ection systems and monitor emissions. In Mey, the E PA. sw,pended enforcement of the_new 
standards for 90 days, pending a review. Environmental groups cheHenged the action in court, but the 
delay period has since passed, throwing the stJ.Jtus of the case into question 

44. Delayed a lawsuit over a rule regulating airborne 

mercury emlsslons from power plants 
Coal companies, a!ong witl1 Republican officials in several states, sued over this Obama-era ru!e, wilich 
regulated the amount of mercury and otl1er po!! utants that fossil f,,el power plants can emit Tl1ey 
argued that the r,,le he! ped shutter coal plants, many of whicl1 were a! ready com pl !ant Ora; arguments 
in the case have been delayed while the E.PA reviews the rule. 

45. Delayed a rule aiming to improve safety 

that use hazardous chcmlcais 
Chemica!, agricultural and power industry groups said that the rule, a response to a 2013 exp!osion al a 
fertilizer p!ant that killed 15 people, did not increase safety. Mr. Pruitt de!ayed the standards unti! 2019, 
pending a review. Eleven states are now suing_over the delay 

46. Continuing review of proposed groundvvater 

for certain uranium mlncs 
Republicans in Congress came out against the 2015 ru;e. They said the E. PA. had not conducted an 
adequate cost-benefit analysis of the ru!e, which regu!ated byproduct materials from a type of uranium 
mining. Tl1e Obama administration s,,bmitted a revised prnposa; one day before Mr. Trump was sworn 
into office. The Trump administration must now decide the fate of the ru!e. 

47. Delayed compliance dates for federal bu11d1ng 

efficiency standards 
Republicans in Congress opr,osed the rule.s, which set efficiency standards for the design and 
construction of new federal b,,i!dlngs The Trurrn:> administration de!ayed comp!iance unti! Sept 30, b,,t 
it is unclear W:1ether the ru!es are now in effect. 

48. Withdrew a rule that would help consumers buy more 

--cfficlcnt 
The rule required tire manufacturers and retailers to provide consumers with infonnation about 
replacement car tires. The tire industry opposed wvera! aspects of the rule, but had been working with 
the government to refine it The Trump administration withdrew the proposed rule in January but hes not 
said whether it may be reinstated. 

At least five other rules were 
reinstated after legal challenges 

Enviromnental groups have sued the Tnnnp administration over many of the 
proposed rollbacks, and, in some cases, have succeeded in reinstating 

enviromnental mies. 

1. Reinstated rule limiting methane em1ss1ons on publ1c 

lands 
Tl1e oi! and g~.s industry opr,osed the rule, which required companies to control methane emissions on 
federn! or tribal !and. The House voted this year to revoke tl1e rule, but the Senate rejected the 
meas,,re, 51 to 49. The Bureau of Land Management !ater s,,sDended enforcement of parts of the ru!e. 
in early October, a federal court ruled that the 8. L. M. had acted un!wafully in delaying the rule, and 
ordered its immediate eriforcemenl. 

2. Reinstated a requirement for reporting em1ssions on 

federal highways 
Transportation and infrastructure industry groups opposed a measure that required stale and loca! 
officie;s to track greenhouse gas emissions from vehichles on federally funded highways The Trump 
administration twice oostponed the rule's effective date, putting it off indefinitely on May 19. The rule 
was reinstated after environmental groups and eight states challenged the de!ey in court. 
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3. Delayed by one year a compliance deadline for new 
ozone pollutlon standards, but later reversed course 
Mr. Pruitt initie;;y d!aJ_<ij/!a_dJb~_QQOJ.Rli!Jrn;_s1_J;[s1!J_d[io_s1 for a 2015 natione: ozone standard, but r~\:Wli~ 
course after 15 states end the District of Columbia sued. 

4. Delayed publishing eff!clency standards for household 

appllances 
After being sued by a number of states and environmental groups for failing to publish efficiency 
standards for appliances inc:,,ding heaters, air conditioners and refrigerators, the Tr,,mp administration 
re!eased its mies on May 26. 

5. Reinstated rule limiting the discharge of mercury by 
dental offices into municipal sewers 
The E. PA. reinstated an Obama-era rule that regulated the disposa! of dental amalgam, a filling material 
that contains rnarcury and other toxic metals The agancy initially put the rule on hold as part of a broad 
regulatory freeze, but environmental groups suad. The Arnarican Dantal Association came out in 
support of the rule. 

Sources: Harvard Law School's Environmental Regulation Rollback Tracker; Columbia Law School's Climate Deregulation Tracker; Federal Register; Environmental Protection 
Agency; White House 

Note: This li~t does not include new rules proposed by the 1hrrnp administration that do not roll back previous policies, nor does it include court actions that have affected 
environmental policies independent of executive or legislative action. 

Additional reporting by Tatiaua Schlossberg. 
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LOUISIANA ENVIRONMENT AND FLOOD CONTROL 

What does it look like to dive in the Gulf 
dead zone? This diver took video 

Updated on October 5, 2017 at 12:02 AM 
Posted on October 4, 2017 at 12:27 PM 

LSU marine scientist Nancy Rabalais is seen in the 
video shot by LSU assistant professor Cameron 
Thrash. 

9 160 
shares 

http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2017/10/\l\lhal_does_it_look_like_lo_dive.hlml 1/4 



10/5/2017 \/\,hat does ii look like lo dive in the Gulf dead zone? This diver lookvideo I NOLA.com 

By Sara Sneath 

NOLA.com I The Times-Picayune 

Researchers have measured the dead zone growing along 

the Louisiana and Texas coasts during the summer months 

since 1985. This year, one of those researchers carried a 

GoPro with him as he dove below the surface in the heart of 

the oxygen-deprived waters. 

In mid-August, Cameron Thrash, an assistant professor for 

Louisiana State University's Department of Biological 

Sciences, dove 60 feet down at the site of a measuring 

station about 30 miles south of Cocodrie. Video from a 

GoPro he was wearing shows the vacant waters where 

bacteria has depleted the water of oxygen. 

As Thrash moved deeper, it became harder to see the other 

researchers. "It gets really murky and then pitch black," he 

said. "As you get to minute 10, it becomes really hard to see 

anybody." Thrash's journey into the depths of the dead 

zone begins around the 7:00 mark. 

Diving the Dead Zone, Part 1 
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The dead zone forms when the Mississippi River flushes 

fresh water laden with nutrients, such as nitrogen and 

phosphorus, into the Gulf. The nutrient pollution fuels 

massive algal blooms, which die off and sink to the sea floor. 

The algae is consumed by bacteria, which depletes the 

water of oxygen. 

With hypoxia, or low oxygen in the water, fish avoid the area. 

Sea life that cannot escape dies. The dead zone that forms 

in the northern Gulf of Mexico is the second largest in the 

world. Researchers estimated that the hypoxia zone 

was 8,776 square miles this year, the largest it's been since 

recording began in 1985. 

Sara Sneath covers Louisiana coastal issues for NOLA.com/ 

The Times Picayune. Reach her 

at ssneath@nola.com. Follow her on Twitter@SaraSneath. 
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In wake of major floods, Texas water agency 
drafting statewide flood plan 

The Texas Water Developrnent Board is crafting the state's flrst-ever flood plan, 
which wlll take a cornprehensive look at flooding vulnerabllltles across the state 
and the projects that n1lght rnitigate them. 

BY KATIE RIORDAN OCT. 4, 2017 12 AM 

Water· r-ernains on a street below the Barker- reservoir darn in Houston on Monday, Sept 18, 2017. 

9 Michael Stravato for The Texas Tribune 

For 60 years, the Texas \!\Tater Development Board has been the keeper of a master list of 
projects that are supposed to meet the state's water needs for the next half century. But 
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the latest list the agency is compiling is not about supplying water - it's about managing 
it. 

Earlier this year in the wake of two major floods that crippled communities across the 
state - and just months before the remnants of Hurricane Harvey dumped a historic 
amount of rainfall on southeast Texas - state lawmakers voted to give the agency 
$600,000 to create the state's first-ever flood plan. The document wm broadly evaluate 
statewide flood risks and detail projects local governments want to pursue to mitigate 
those vulnerabilities with suggestions as to how the state could help fund or finance 
them. 

"vVhat we are doing over the next year or so is a desktop assessment of who is doing 
what, what are in the local plans [ and] how much is it going to cost," said Robert Mace, 
the water development board's deputy executive administrator. 

The water development board aims to complete the plan before the Legislature convenes 
in 2019 so lawmakers will have official guidance as they decide which local projects to 
support. 

The Texas Tribune thanks its sponsors. Become one, 

While the Legislature approved funding to develop the plan pre-Harvey, Mace said the 
widespread flooding the storm inflicted on the state underscores the urgency to have a 
comprehensive document with input from a broad range of voices involved in flood 
management. He said the agency will soon begin reaching out to municipal and county 
governments, planning authorities and citizens to learn about their respective local flood 
strategies and to identify future infrastructure needs to reduce flooding damage. 

"It will be interesting to see: Are people on the same page or not in terms of what they 
would like to see from the state in terms of flood planning and flood policy?" Mace said. 

Last year, the water development board gained authority to expand the scope of a low
interest loan fund to include more stormwater infrastructure projects. It now has half a 
billion dollars in loan capacity available to finance such proposals. 

The kind of bridge financing the agency provides could prove useful as Harvey relief 
dollars are not LA.,,..__..__ to come in for months or even vears. Gov. Abbott said , 

Friday he might consider calling a special session to disperse money for flood recovery 
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and prevention costs but also that any approved funds would only cover a "fraction of the 
costs" oflonger-term flood prevention needs. 

In the Houston area, local officials are now discussing a variety of flood control projects 
that have been delayed for years, such as a third major reservoir to detain floodwater as it 
travels downstream to the coast. They're also renewing their support for the construction 
of a physical barrier along the coast to protect from devastating storm surge during 
hurricanes, noting that Houston dodged a bullet with Harvey, which made landfall farther 
down the coast. The "coastal spine" project, under review by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, is estimated to cost some $5.8 biHion for the Houston area alone and at least 
$11 biHion for the entire six-county coastal region. 

State and local leaders say the federal government ultimately would have to foot the bill 
for such a project. 

The Texas Tribune thanks its sponsors, Becorne one. 

The chairman of the water development board, Bech Bruun, said during a panel 
discussion late last month at the Texas Tribune Festival that the agency could help 
finance such a venture, although he said someone would have to be on the hook for 
paying it all back. 

"It's important that we're providing this financial assistance with the assurance that 
these are loans that will be repaid, so who is the underlying borrower that's pledging that 
security to do so?" Bruun said. 

As water development board staff works on the flood plan, Mace said they will ask local 
officials if they'd like to see the state create a permanent funding stream to support flood 
control projects and if so, what such a program would look like and how projects should 
be ranked. 

The total price tag of the flood plan wrn surely be in the many billions of dollars. 

And compiling a list of such needs, both large and small, is sure to invite broad policy 
discussions about how the state wants to approach future flood planning, Mace said. 

There are many approaches the state could take after the plan is presented to the 2019 
Legislature, but he said one thing is certain: "Flood risk is not going away in Texas." 
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Read related Tribune coverage: 

• Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner on Tuesday gave his strongest endorsement to date 
for constructing a physical coastal barrier to protect the region from deadly storm 
surge. [ft1ll stqry] 

• Stephen Costello, the city's chief resilience officer, expects to play a big role in how 
Houston spends it Hurricane Harvey recovery dollars. [Full story] 

GET THE BRIEF 
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POLICY. SCIENCE. BUSINESS. 

COAL 

Will anyone buy this huge coal plant? Trump hopes so 

This story was updated at 11 :55 a.m. EDT. 

Peabody Energy said today it has found a number of potential buyers interested in operating the Navajo 

Generating Station, keeping alive hopes that the massive Arizona coal plant will continue running beyond its 

planned 2019 closing date. The St. Louis-based mining firm did not disclose the list of buyers or the number 

of parties interested in operating NGS, as the facility is often called. 

But in a sign of the simmering tensions surrounding one of the West's largest coal facilities, the plant's 

operator said it will continue planning for its closure even as it provides information to perspective buyers. 

The Trump administration has staked much on the plant's future, with Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke labeling its 

continued operation a "top priority'' (Cfimalewire, June 28). Washington's efforts have been cheered on by the 

Navajo and Hopi tribes, whose economies are intertwined with the plant, and Peabody Energy Corp., which 

operates a mine that serves the facility. 

The four utilities with financial interests in the 2,250-megawatt plant have remained adamant that they will 

relinquish their position in NGS when a recently renegotiated lease with the Navajo expires in 2019. They 

maintain that the coal behemoth is uneconomical in a market dominated by low natural gas prices. Salt River 

Project, NGS's plant operator and majority owner, set yesterday as the deadline for finding a new owner. 

The process of finding a new buyer has been overseen by Lazard Freres & Co. LLC, a consulting firm hired by 

Peabody. 

"We are pleased with the robust response to the plant's ownership transition process to date," said George 

Bilicic, Lazard vice chairman and global head of power, energy and infrastructure, in a statement. "In the next 

phase, we will continue an intense focus to develop a new ownership structure, working toward a final 

selection of investors and negotiating definitive agreements by the end of the first quarter of 2018." 

Salt River Project has signed nondisclosure agreements with 14 parties interested in reviewing NGS's 

financial information, maintenance schedules, union contracts and regulatory agreements, said Scott 

Harelson, a spokesman for the utility. The power company plans on pursuing two parallel tracks, he said. If a 

group of prospective buyers emerges today, Salt River Project will continue to share information that would 

facilitate a sale. At the same time, the utility will continue planning for the plant's shutdown in 2019. 
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The plant's owners will need to decide soon whether to begin spending money to decommission the plant, he 

said. 

"We have indications that there are interested parties, but we don't know details about them or the level of 

interest," Harelson said. "To meet the timelines and contractual obligations we have with the lease, with 

respect to our employees and our comm unities, these things need to happen relatively soon." 

Arizona Public Service Co., Tucson Electric Power and NV Energy are the other utilities with ownership stakes 

in the plant. The Bureau of Reclamation also maintains a 24.3 percent interest in NGS. 

The government's ownership has helped make NGS a test of Trump's campaign promise to revive the coal 
industry. Federal officials have discussed easing environmental regulations in a bid to bolster the plant and 

sought to facilitate efforts to keep it open (Climatewire, March 2). 

"If NGS closes, it will be very damaging for the administration. The only thing that prevents NGS from continued 
operation is will and imagination," said Mike McKenna, an energy lobbyist who briefly served on Trump's 

transition team. "Closure is a preventable tragedy. The administration needs to prevent it." 

Dan Du Bray, a Bureau of Reclamation spokesman, said the bureau is focused on helping to find a new owner 

to operate the facility. 

Coal supporters argue that the plant is a valuable hedge against natural gas, which has gained market 

prominence in recent years. 

The plant's closure would be a serious blow to Peabody's Kayenta mine and the Navajo and Hopi tribes. NGS 
and Kayenta are two of the largest em players on the reservations, and they account for a large portion of the 
tribes' tax haul. 

Arizona's population centers could also suffer, said Suzanne Kinney, the interim manager of the Arizona Mining 
Association. NGS was built in part to power the pumps of the Central Arizona Project, the aqueduct system that 

delivers water from the Colorado River to Phoenix and Tucson. 

"It's one of the reasons Phoenix, being a desert city, has been able to grow and thrive in the way it has," she 
said. 

Beth Sutton, a Peabody spokeswoman, said the com panywas pleased with the caliber of companies 

interested in the plant and said the process of finding a new owner is on track. 

"The year-over-year increase in natural gas prices and high demand periods in the Southwest causing power 

prices to spike demonstrate why the Navajo Generating Station is essential to an affordable and reliable 

energy system for Arizona's power and water," she said. 

Still, NGS has seen its customer base dwindle. The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power sold its 

stake in the plant in 2015. The Central Arizona Project, NGS's largest customer, says it is now cheaper to buy 

power on the open market (Climatewire, April 10). And NV Energy was planning a departure from the plant to 

comply with a state prohibition on coal-fired generation. 

"To me, SRP is a pretty efficient utility. If they can't make money running the plant, I don't know who can," said 

Amanda Ormond, a former director of the Arizona Energy Office who now serves as the managing director of 

the Western Grid Group. 

77mothy James, an economics professor at Arizona State University, said the Trump administration's attempt 

to ease environmental regulations is a bright spot for the plant. 

But the nationwide shift to natural gas leaves NGS with few potential buyers, he said. Arizona's utilities already 
have turned their backs on the plant, and merchant generators, which compete in the open market, are 

unlikely to turn a profit on an aging coal plant. 

"I don't see how it could compete as a merchant generator in the open market with gas," James said. "I think 

fundamentally what is true here is the markets are saying coal doesn't have much ofa future. Perversely, it 
doesn't have anything to do with the environment anymore." 
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Advertisement 

https://wwweenevvs.net/climatewire/stories/1060062273 2/3 



10/5/2017 COAL: \/\All any0ne buy this huge coal plant? Trump hopes so -- Monday; October 2, 2017 -- www.eenevvs.net 

The essential nevis for energy & environment professionals 

© 1996-2017 Environment 1~ Energy Publisflinr:i. :....LC Pnvacy Policv Site f\1ap 

https://wwweenevvs.net/climatewire/stories/1060062273 3/3 



10/5/2017 AIR POLLUTION: EPA seeks to delay action on brick, tile standards -- \/\,ednesday, October 4, 2017 -- www.eenews.net 

THE LEADER IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT NEWS 

AJR F~C)LLlJ'-TlC)N 
EPA seeks to delay action on brick, tile standards 

A long-running saga of air pollution regulation could be on the verge of running even longer. 

Two years after U.S. EPA issued new emissions standards for brick and tile manufacturers, the agency now 

plans to review them and is also seeking to call off Nov. 9 oral arguments on lawsuits filed by both industry 

and environmental groups, according to a court motion yesterday. 

EPA officials "in the new administration will be closely scrutinizing the entire brick/clay rule to determine 

whether it should be maintained, modified, or otherwise reconsidered," agency attorneys wrote in the filing 

with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. It also seeks lo put the consolidated litigation 
into abeyance. 

Given that the agency's review of the regulations could lead to changes, "the need for judicial resolution of 
some or all of the issues addressed in the parties' briefs" could be "obviated," they wrote. 

The move marks the Trump administration's latest bid lo roll back or reconsider Obama-era air quality 

regulations. The filing includes a Monday letter from EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt notifying the plaintiffs of his 

decision to revisit the rule, which is intended to curb toxic releases from brick and clay ceramic manufacturing 

kilns. 

Even by EPA benchmarks, the emissions standards - originally due in 2000 - have an exceptionally long 

and tortuous history. A2003 version was struck down by the D.C. Circuit in 2007 as inadequate; it then took 

the agency another eight years to come up with the current regulations, which are being challenged by industry 
groups as loo strict and environmental organizations as too weak. 

The lile Council of North America and other industry organizations support the delay request, according to 

EPA's motion. The Sierra Club and Natural Resources Defense Council are opposed. As of this morning, the 
court had not ruled. 

Pruitt last month also endorsed H.R. 1917 a bill by Rep. Bill Johnson (R-Ohio) that would delay compliance 
with the regulations until all legal challenges are resolved (E&E Daily, Sept. 14). 
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THE LEADER IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT NEWS 

AJR F~C)LLlJ'-TlC)N 
Groups threaten EPA with another lawsuit in ozone standoff 

A coalition of environmental and public health groups is threatening U.S. EPA with a fresh lawsuit over the 

agency's failure to meet a milestone for enforcement of its 2015 ground-level ozone standard. 

"October 1, 2017 has passed, and EPA has not satisfied its statutory obligation" under the Clean Air Act to 
either promulgate attainment designations for the 70 parts per billion standard or formally extend the deadline 

for doing so, attorneys for the American Lung Association and nine other groups said in a letter yesterday 

informing the agency of plans to file suit after a legally required 60-day waiting period. 

EPA spokeswoman Liz Bowman declined in an email to comment on possible litigation and reiterated that 

"we are continuing to work closely with the states to work through the designations process" for the 70 ppb. 

EPA hasn't disclosed details of those discussions. Bowman and others al EPA haven't answered questions 

on whether the agency has a timetable for releasing the designations, which were due this past Sunday. 

"EPA's delay flouts the rule of law and forces the most vulnerable people, like children, people with asthma 

and the elderly, to continue to suffer from dangerous ozone pollution," Earthjustice attorney Seth Johnson, who 

is representing some of the groups, said in a statement today. "The EPA is wrong to put its polluter friends' 
profits before people's health." 

The designations are noteworthy because they start the clock for states to come up with cleanup plans for 

areas that are out of compliance. M. the Association of Air Pollution Control Agencies, which includes some 20 
state regulators, Executive Director Clint Woods confirmed that EPA continues to be in touch with his members 

but was uncertain when the agency intends to move forward. 

"It sounds like there's an internal discussion happening, and we don't know when more information about 
EPA's approach will be announced," Woods said in an interview this morning. 

Woods noted, however, that EPA last week sent a proposed rule regarding the nonattainment classifications 

to the White House Office of Management and Budget for a standard review that was continuing as of this 
morning, according to the Reginfo.gov site (Greenwire, Sept. 25). EPAAdministrator Scott Pruitt has also not 

given any states an obligatory 120-day notice that his agency intends to diverge from their attainment 

recommendations, suggesting EPA could put off at least some of those decisions. 

Ozone, also known as smog, is formed by the reaction of nitrogen oxides and volatile organic compounds in 

sunlight. It is linked lo asthma attacks in children and added breathing problems for people with emphysema 

and other respiratory diseases. 

Under the Obama administration, EPA had tightened the standard two years ago on the grounds that the 

previous limit of 75 ppb didn't adequately protect public health. 

But implementation of the older standard is still underway, with more than 100 million people still living in 

areas that are out of compliance. Partly on those grounds, the oil industry and other business groups that 
could face stricter permitting restrictions have been lobbying for EPA to hold off on enforcement of the 2015 

threshold. In June, Pruitt imposed a blanket one-year extension that would have pushed back all attainment 

designations until October 2018. 

Lawsuits and legislation 

After many of the same environmental and public health groups, joined by 15 Democratic-led states, sued to 
block the postponement, Pruitt withdrew the blanket extension in August but left the door open for delays in at 

least some areas. 

The consolidated lawsuits are still alive with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. 
While EPA is seeking dismissal on the grounds thallhe August withdrawal decision rendered the suits moot, 

the plaintiffs want the court to act to prevent any further delays in the designations. As of this morning, the court 

had not ruled. 

htlps://www.eene\/\lS.net/g reenwire/2017/10/04/stories/1060062607 1/2 



10/5/2017 AIR POLLUTION: Groups threaten EPA with another la\/1/Suit in ozone standoff-- \l\.ednesday, October 4, 2017 -- www.eene\/\lS.net 

In response to a congressional directive contained in a fiscal 2017 spending bill passed this spring, Pruitt 

also formed an Ozone Cooperative Compliance Task Force to examine ways to ease implementation of the 

2015 standard. The task force has held no public meetings. Apart from describing ii as an internal working 

group of agency staff with relevant expertise, EPA officials have not responded to repeated requests for a list of 

task force members. 

In an August report to Congress, however, EPA said that it was exploring various mechanisms for "regulatory 

relief' and that the task force would continue to assess and recommend "additional flexibilities" (Greenwire, 

Aug. 25). 

In July, the House meanwhile approved H.R. 806, a bill sponsored by Rep. Pete Olson (R-Texas) that would 

roll back the attainment designations until 2025 (E&E Daily. July 19). The measure is awaiting action by the 

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. 
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••• FEATURES 

xas co1nmunities, rich and poor, seek 
common ound in Gore's new climate 
film 

August 4, 2017 

By Randy Lee Loftis 

Texas Clinwte Neivs 

DALLAS -Al Gore's m:,v 

documentary on climate change, 

''An Inconvenient Seq, 
MENU 

Truth 

to Power," is a narrative xas 
pressing on through loss - over 

and again. 

"If I said there haven't been 

ti mes ,vhen th is felt like a 

personal failure on my part," a 

grim and candid Gore al1mvs at 

Left to right: Mich ad Sorrell, president. 1-\ml Quinn College; Dale Hoss, 
rnayrn\ Georgf•to\vri) T'e:<as.: Ken Smirh) president~ Revit cdize Sout b D,1Jla-s 
Coa_lit,on 

one point, referring to the lack of real climate progress, "I'd be lying." 

The film, the follmv-up to Gore's 2006 "An Inconvenient Trnth," resonates in different 

,vays ···· and in some unlikely places. 

One place is Georgetown, the affluent, heavily Republican city of 50,000 north ofAustin 

that has s,vitched its city-owned electric utility to 100 percent renevvabie energy - wind 

and solar. Mayor Dale Ross, an avowed conservative, maintains in the nevv film that it's 

about saving money. But deep into a conversation with Gore, he admits a concern for clean 

air and the children afflicted by coal's pollution. 

lHwther is the swath of Dallas south of downtmvn, including some of the city's poorest 

neighborhoods, seemingly far from the concerns of an entire planet Highland Hills is the 

http://tei0sclimatenews.org/?p= 13981 
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community of high unemployment but also, in the viev,r of Revitalize South Dal1as 

Coalition president Ken Smith, deeply he1d values and great ambitions. 

On the evening of July 26, Ross, Sorrell and Smith ,vatched a screening of "An 

Inconvenient Sequel" at Dallas' 1\/[agnolia Theater, then talked before a packed house 

about ,vhat the film, climate change and sustainability mean in disparate parts of Texas. I 

served as moderator. 

The film shmvs Gore acknO\vledging a vVestem debt for past environmental damage by 

negotiating ,vith leaders from India on a solar intellectual property pact that Gore hopes 

,vill seal that energy-hungry country's vote for the Paris Climate Agreement, In Dallas, the 

three Texans discussed hmv such global spheres touch ···· or sometimes miss ···· the local. 

lind Smith and Sorrell talked about the nexus between the Paris /l,greement and a burning, 

illegal dump in Dallas. 

Folkr,ving are edited excerpts of their conversation. Video of the full discussion is 

available on the Facebook page of the event's sponso1~ E.A.RTl-JxFi1m, the film arm of 

EARTH.x, formerly Earth Day Texas. 

+++ 

Michael Sorrell 

\'Ve became engaged in the issue of our environment and sustainability when we turned 

our football field into an organic farm, \'Ve did so to call attention to the fact that the area 

surrounding our institution, which is in the Highland Hills area of Southern Dallas, is a 

food desert. But vve also did it to begin to teach our students the importance of using their 

voice and disturbing the narrative of poverty and pitifulness, \'Ve tell our students life is 

not about pity; it's about partnerships, A slight change in how you perceive yourself and in 

how you engage changes everything. 

\'Ve now are engaging in ,vhat we consider our next phase, which is how do ,ve teach 

students from the inner cities of our country - 85 percent of our students are PeH grant 

eligible - h(r,v do ,ve teach those students about the role that they must p1ay in the 

environment and sustainability and c1imate change? How do ,ve teach them to he 

consumers in a way that al1cnvs them to do more than just address the issue from the 

sense of this is al1 ,ve can afford to do? They must have a bigger ro1e to p1ay, and we are 

teaching them that role now, 

Dale Ross 
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regulatory risk when it comes to those knuckleheads in D.C \Ve ,vere ab1e to do that- \Ve 

have long-term contracts, 25 years. And l don't see how you're going to regulate wind 

turbines. They don't put any pollutants in the air, and the same thing for solar pane1s. So I 

think vve're on the path. 

Your federal elected officials are not the ones that are going to lead the charge on 

rene,vable [energy], It's going to be mayors and city council members and county 

commissioners. VVe're the ones that are responsible for providing electricity to our 

citizens, not the federal officials. 

Ken Smith 

The thing that hit me about the conversation, the meeting betvveen [Gore and] the 

[Indian] energy minister in the film, was that I saw Gore representing a former colonial 

power nmv talking to, as an equal, a country that has a billion people, and more people 

without energy than the entire number of people vvho live here. But they were across the 

board as equals, ,vhereas 20, 30, 40, 50 years ago, they were not equal 

\Vhen I was growing up [in South Dallas-Fair Park], it was a really a great place to 1ive. I 

would not choose to live anyplace else. But we had some environmental issues that were 

very deeply seated. lVIy middle schoo1, Pearl C. Anderson Middle School, which is dosed 

down now, ,vas literally across the alley ,vas a slaughterhouse. We could 1itera11y hear the 

cows being killed, literally maybe about 20 yards down from the playing field. Down the 

street, on Lamar Street, we had nothing but metal recyclers. We had the huge Procter & 

Gamble plant. And the Procter & Gamb1e plant would emit this aroma and odor that was 

so nauseous that we ,vould have to get out of school because it was so bad. l'his was in 

the 1960s. 

For 15 years in Dallas, from 1982 to 1997, there ,vas a landfiU [the privately owned 

Deepwoods dump, ,vhich operated without permits and in defiance of hundreds of city 

citations] in Oak Cliff that ,vas poHuting so badly that you actually had l8-whee1ers and 

huge rock haulers going through the middle of the streets and dumping everything. That 

1andfiU caught on fire t,vo times, and that fire 1asted for six months. Six months. And 

today - l don't want to be negative; l ,vant to he positive - today that is vvhere they are 

building the Byron Nelson golf course. That is vvhere the Audubon [the Trinity River 

Audubon Cented is and the Texas Horse Park So we could take a negative ihve vvant to 

and turn it into a positive, but vve have to have a common vision. 'Ihat was the re1ationship 

that I [savv in] that video. At the end, India came into the fo1d and agreed to the renewable 

http://tei0sclimatenews.org/?p= 13981 3/8 



10/5/2017 TCN I Tei0s communities, rich and poor, seek common ground in Gore's new climate film 

Michael Sorrell 

That landfill is across the highway from our college. All right? So I ,vant to put this into 

perspective for you. [Sorrell noted that Paul Quinn shares a Methodist background with 

Southern Methodist University, in wealthy University Park] Can you imagine a landfill 

being a mile and a half from the campus of SMU'? Can you imagine a landfill being a mile 

and a half from the Park Cities'? 

Highland Hills is a community that has held on, fighting for dignity; fighting for respect, 

constantly being promised things that never quite showed up. Sol think it's amazing the 

golf course is being built, l think it's amazing that the Audubon - 1 think all of that's greaL 

But there's still a landfill. H's just a little fmi:her south [the city's McCommas Bluff 

landfill]. 

And when we talk about hcnv ,ve engage in personal responsibility, it's a reaHy interesting 

conversation - to say to the students and to say to their families and their parents, hey, ,ve 

have a responsibility for doing A, B, C and n And then they look back at you and say, weH, 

whose responsibility was it for my community to be free of stray dogs'? Whose 

responsibility was it for my community to have curbs'? Because if you come to certain parts 

of the southern part of our city, there are no curbs. Whose responsibility is it for my 

children to go to schools that have the supplies that are needed'? 

So ,ve fast-forward this to a conversation such as tonight And what you're saying to 

people is, we have to do this to promise a better tomorrow. But yet, fo1ks are looking and 

saying, are you kidding me'? vVhat about my today, right? Until you can talk to me about a 

better today, I question my role for a better tomorrow. And l know that because I've had 

people teH me that I've had my students say that I've had their families say that, 

And so ,vhat we have to do is find a ,vay to allO\v people to express their frustration ,vith 

huw things have been as a pathway for ·where they think they can be tomorrmv. VVhich 

means we have to listen to some conversations that are uncomfortable. VVe have to give 

people the space to be honest and to be authentic. And then we have to carve out roles 

,vhich make today better so that they can believe in tomorrO\v. 

And as I look at this, and as I thought about how India came to the table, 1 don't lrnovv if I 

think that that's how the rest of our communities get there. Because we are in a time 

vvhere there doesn't seem to be a lot of compassion or willingness to accept responsibility 

for people's plights. 
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universities can do. \Ve can create level 

playing fie1ds and engagement 

opportunities that give everyone a chance 

and give people a seat at the tab1e without 

making them feel as if the table isn't for 

them. \Ve have to engage. We have to 

provide opportunities, And I'm proud that 

we're ab1e to do that at Paul Quinn. 

Dale Ross 

All politics is local, The people demand a 

ce1iain level of results from their leaders. 

And if they can't get those results done, 

you change them out. The local leaders 

are the ones that can make the most 

progress on climate change. They can 

make the most decisions about whether 

their community is going to have 

an inc:onvenient sequel 
TRUTH TO POWER 

rene,vable energy or noL You can't rely on the state or the federal government to make 

those decisions for you. The people need to rise up and demand from their elected leaders 

those things that are important to them. 

lf climate change is impo1i:ant to you, talk to your local leaders and see where you get your 

electricity from, Because we are at a tipping point with rene,vable energy. lf you're taking 

care of the folks you're elected to serve on an economic level, then you get to go to a 

higher level and take care of some of the other issues. 

Ken Smith 

l wrote dovm the things that struck me about the film. 1V1r. Gore said suffering has a ,vay 

of bringing us closer together. Isn't that strange'? I believe that's very true, And another 

point that l got from it ,vas progress and change often result from disasters and tragedies. 

And the pope said that environmental disasters have the greatest impact on the poorest. l 

agree. 

Just like the U.N. secretary said in that little private conversation, to 1\/[r. Gore, you have to 

listen. \Ve can't go over and say this is ,vhat ,ve ,vant you to do, if we're talking to another 

country. \Ve have to listen to ,vhat they have as needs and partner together so that if you 

scratch my back, I'll scratch yours. 
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that people have been suffering. If you've been suffering too long, I think you can give up 

hope, \Vhat can our communities teach the climate movement? I think ,ve can teach them 

about resilience, I think ,ve can teach them about the length of time that it takes to engage 

in a fight, Because this is not a short-term fight. 

I do agree politics are locaL I think there's a lot that can be done locally, But there's an 

awful lot of damage being done nationally. I also think that a significant education 

campaign has to occur to show exactly ,vhy this is important. And not in a ,vay where 

you're, you know, we can call it the India effect, ·where you are preaching to someone from 

a position up high, but more from a shoulder to shoulder engagement, ·where we are in this 

together, 

So I think it's a coordinated effort, that it requires education, collaboration and patience, 

Dale Ross 

If you look at the Dallas area, the number of children that have respiratory iHnesses is just 

off the charts, Because if you go from Texarkana to San Antonio, you have all these coal

producing plants, And they produce coal ,vith lignite, ,vhich is the nastiest kind of coal. So 

you have a11 these children that are getting sick in the DaHas area because it really just 

puts a haze over the city_ The kids can't go out to play, And when they do get sick - you 

kno,v, you talk about economics - there are a lot of families that cannot afford their 

medication, That's probably the biggest thing with me, the climate change and the health 

hazards that it presents, 

Michael Sorrell 

I'm going to take a really aggressive, perhaps unrealistic stance at this stage. I think that 

you have to dose coal plants, l think we know enough no,v at this stage, the damage, that 

\Ve really have to ask ourselves just what are ,ve doing, 

Dale Ross 

But you know, the coal industry is going to coUapse, It's not going to be able to compete 

with [renev,rablesl Yem know, there are only about 30,000 miners left in this country, and 

it's chvindling every day, compared to 100,000 solar jobs being created. [Read Politi.Fact's 

take on solar versus coal jobs,] Sol think the market will take care of that. Because we all 

knmv there's no clean coal, and it's very expensive to mine. 

Michael Sorrell 
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soft a landing as possib1e. 

Dale Ross 

That can be solved just like [it was ,vith_l the tobacco industry, There ,vas a program of 

grants to try to transition the tobacco growers into some other trade. The same thing can 

be said for the coal miners, There's a lot of opportunity in the ,vind and solar industry. 

Michael Sorrell 

YiJU are rapidly becoming my favorite Republican. 

Ken Smith 

If this conversation ,vere in South Dallas-Fair Park ···· environmentalism and climate 

change and things like that···· people ,vm.lld say, huh, what are you talking about? But they 

Vllould interpret environmentalism as, can we get the train that goes from Spring Avenue 

all the ,vay past vvhere Pearl C. Anderson used to be and all the vvay back to Bonton [a 

Dallas neighborhood] to stop blowing its horn at 1 a.m,, 3 a.m, and 5 a,m:? That's 

environmental, isn't if? They may interpret [environmentalism] in a different way, 

The statistic [for unemployment] in Dallas is 4 percent, for the m.etro area is 3,8 percent, 

and in South Dallas-Fair Park, is about 50 percent. So that's environmental, l think, from 

the standpoint of the people ,vho live there, but it may not be in the context of the movie 

that we see. 

If we continue to have dialogue and discuss and listen, then we can both share each 

other's burdens and come up with a vision for our communities, Because our people 

perish for the lack of vision, if I may be biblical. 

Dale Ross 

On a local level, if your kids are getting sick because of the air they're breathing, I think 

that's a real-,vorld problem, There's the tie-in to the environmentalism. Because if you 

don't dean up the air, your kids are either going to have to stay indoors or they're going to 

continue to get sick. 

Michael Sorrell 

Maybe part of this is refrmning the narrative so that climate change and environmentalism 

don't feel like a luxury item. 

Ken Smith 
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are a vvay to get at that story. 

And let the people from Bonton tel1 the story of how they're changing their community 

through urban agriculture. And ho,v seven guys ,vho ,vere formerly gangbangers are now 

gardeners ,vho are leading their families and are making a living and have changed that 

community because they were connected to something better and bigger than themselves, 

You get that [kind ofl personal story. And that's ,vhat I loved about the film. 

+++++ 

Randy Lee L1~ftis is a senior editor 1~f Texas Climate News, An independentjoumalisl: based 

in Dallas, he also teaches at the University t~{North Texas. 

[n1agecredits: Photo courtesy of John Stra_ngeandEA.J{THxFiln1. Poster --Par:1n1ount Pictures. 
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Arkema's Chemical Plant Flooded After Harvey Faces Anothe 
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Residents complain of medka! problems and contaminated soil and water after fires at the Crosby plant. 
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Travis Bubenik 
The Arkema, Inc. chemical plant east of Houston. Multiple fires ignited at the plant after Hurricane Harvey, when power supplies needed to keep chemicals refrigerated fa 
to flooding. 

00:02 /00:56 

A Houston-area chemical plant is facing yet another lawsuit, the second against the plant from nearby residents. 

After Harvey flooded the Arkema, Inc., plant near Crosby, Texas, residents claim their properties were contaminated with toxins. In the lav 

filed Tuesday in U.S. District Court in Houston, plaintiffs claim smoke from the fires led to "mysterious black ash" raining down on their lar 

resident claims to have recovered jars full of it after the fires. 

The people suing, which include a Texas state trooper and a sheriff's deputy, say they suffered a variety of medical problems. 

"One gentleman has some very disturbing scaling and rashes that he got after he mowed his yard," said Kevin Thompson's an attorney h 

the case. "It's limited primarily atthis point to respiratory difficulties and skin rashes." 

The suit claims the problems weren't just from the chemical fires. The lawyers plan to argue that toxins that spilled out of tanks at the plan 

the flooding flowed onto surrounding properties. 

Arkema said it would not comment on "specific ongoing litigation," but in an email Wednesday morning, the company said it had not disc 

the kind of toxic hazards described in the lawsuit. 

"Based on testing results received to date, Arkema has not detected chemicals in off-site ash, soil, surface or drinking water samples th, 

exceeded Residential Protective Concentration Levels established by TCEQ for soil and groundwater," company spokesperson Janet S 
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said. 

"We do not know what these lawyers tested for. We are cooperating with authorities in ongoing investigations and we will not comment fu 

these lawyers' accusations," she added. 

Share 

Travis Bubenik 

Travis Bubenik reports on the tangled intersections of energy and the environment in Houston and across Texas. AH< 
native and proud Longhorn, he returned to the Bayou City after serving as the Morning Edition Host & Reporter for M, 
Public Radio in Far West Texas. Bubenik was previously the ... 

More Information 

RECENT STORIES 

Government Report Says FEMA Flood Mapping Program Needs Improvement 

EPA Says Toxic Waste Exposed at Flooded Houston-area Superfund Site 

WATCH: Taller Billboards Could Soon Be (Unintentionally) Allowed in Texas 

As Harvey Repairs Continue, Bayou Partnership Considers The Future Of Houston Greenspaces 

Investigations Into Arkema Plant Fires Underway After Harvey 

l"'"i F T 

H E 
FEATURING 

KEVIN 0 1CONr~OR ~dr~o ror~ SIL\'A 
FAOM PElSjs THIS O.LD HOUSE 

http:/ /www. houstonpubl i cmedia.org /articles/ne\/\lS/energy-envi ronment/2017 /10/04/240329/chemical-pl ant- flooded-after -harvey-faces-another -I a\1\/Suit/ 3/6 



10/5/2017 Arkema's Chemical Plant Flooded After Harvey Faces Another La\1\/Suit- Houston Public Media 

. Y
•'• •' 

CT 7 '11 

Stipport Comes From 

An HEB Grocery Store in Meyerland Will Not Re-Open After Harvey 

Emmett: Tap Texas' Rainy Day Fund To Build Third Reservoir 

Houston Sends Aid To Puerto Rico 

http:/ /www. houstonpubl i cmedia.org /articles/ne\/\lS/energy-envi ronment/2017 /10/04/240329/chemical-pl ant- flooded-after -harvey-faces-another -I a\1\/Suit/ 4/6 



10/5/2017 Arkema's Chemical Plant Flooded After Harvey Faces Another La\1\/Suit- Houston Public Media 

Turner Wants New Building Guidelines To Protect From Flooding In Post Harvey Era 

Stephen Paddock's Dallas Neighbors Provide Information On His Time Living In Texas 

UPDATE: Police Investigates Potential Motives Of Las Vegas Shooting, Gunman Had Several Links To Texas 

D-SNAP Registration Begins in Houston 

Kingwood Residents Taking Landlord To Court 

Abbott gives Houston $50 Million for Harvey Recovery, Turner Rescinds Tax Increase 

Support Comes From 

ouston Public edia 
A SERVICE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 

News Arts & Culture Education TVS News88.7 Classical About Contact Us 

http:/ /www. houstonpubl i cmedia.org /articles/ne\/\lS/energy-envi ronment/2017 /10/04/240329/chemical-pl ant- flooded-after -harvey-faces-another -I a\1\/Suit/ 5/6 



10/5/2017 Arkema's Chemical Plant Flooded After Harvey Faces Another La\1\/Suit- Houston Public Media 

Houston P~bik Medi~ is supporter, with yot:r glf\s to tht Houston Pt:bli, M~dia Fo,md?.tion and is iiwns~ct to th~ University of Houston 

wcyright@ ZOT? : Privacy Policy 

http:/ /www. houstonpubl i cmedia.org /articles/ne\/\lS/energy-envi ronment/2017 /10/04/240329/chemical-pl ant- flooded-after -harvey-faces-another -I a\1\/Suit/ 6/6 



10/5/2017 The No. 1 Harvey-related ailment now respiratory problems - Houston Chronicle 

PROGNOSIS 

The No. 1 Harvey-related ailment 
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Photo: Melissa Phillip/Houston Chronicle 

http:/ /www. houstonchroni cl e.com/I ocal/prog nosis/article/The-N o-1-H arvey-related-ai I ment-now-respi ratory-12249829.php&cmpi d=twitter -pre mi um 

i 

1/4 



10/5/2017 The No. 1 Harvey-related ailment now respiratory problems - Houston Chronicle 

Lots of allergens get released during Harvey clean-up efforts. Doctors are now seeing an increase in patients suffering 
such respiratory reactions. ( Melissa Phillip/ Houston Chronicle) 

First, it was skin infections that sent people to the doctor in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey 

flooding the Houston area. Now, it's respiratory problems. 

Doctors with I'v1emorial Hermann Health System, Baylor CoUege of I'v1edicine and Kelsey 

Seybold Clinics said this week they have been seeing more patients, particularly those from areas 

hit hard by flooding, whose asthma or allergies has flared up lately. 

"It's definitely more than I saw in the same period last year," said Dr. Chase \Vhitehead, a doctor 

of family medicine at I'viemorial Hennann I'v1edical Group I'viemorial City. "Patients are com:ing :in 

with runny noses and coughs they can't shake. Former asthma patients are coming :in with 

attacks.'' 

Allergies and other respiratory problems following hurricanes are common because of mold and 

overgrowth of plants that result from the flooding, as we11 as dust and fibers released from 

drywaU, plaster,. flooring and other sources during clean-up efforts. Doctors dubbed respiratmy 

problems "Katrina cough" after that 2005 hurricane. 

Whitehead said he treated 10 patients recently who thought they had upper-respiratory 

infections. Nine turned out to have no infection but an inflammation of the lungs, which he 

treated with steroids. 
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Doctors cautioned that it is impossible to know if the reactions are to Hanrey-related sources or 

seasonal allergies, which recently began. But Kelsey-Seybold Clinics reported a 23 percent 

increase in patients with respiratory issues from August to September, up from 12 percent last 

year. 

"It makes sense that it's stmm-related, the 

way patients stmiing coming in starting about 

a week after the storm," said Dr. Eric 

Sandberg, an allergist at Kelsey-Seybold. "But 

at this point, it's hard to differentiate -- the 

drop in humidity typically leads to more 

pollen activity about now. October is always 

Houston allergists' busiest time of the year.'' 

One positive: The symptoms haven't been 

bad enough to warrant more trips to 

emergency departments. Houston's health 

department, which tracks such statistics,. 

TRANSLATOR 

To read this article in one of Houston's 

most-spoken languages,. click on the 

button below. 

Select Language • V 

PROGNOSIS 

Can Texas look to 
California to stop women 
from dying in 

Chronic bronchitis, 
former President Bush's 
burden, serious 

After 'digging for gold,' 
surgeon links gene to 
brain aneurysms 

reports the number of visits to the ER visits for respiratory iUness was no greater in September of 

2017 than 2016. 

Todd Ackerman 

Medical Reporter, 
Houston Chronicle 
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Probability of trnpical•slorm-force winds (1 •minu1e average >= 39 mph) from all tropical cyclones 
0 indicates Tropical Depression Sixteen cenler location at 2 PM EDT WED OCT 04, 2017 (ForecasV'Advisory #2) 
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10/5/2017 Tropical Depression 16 forms, expected to become hurricane in Gulf by Sunday, NHC says I Environment I theadvocate.com 

A tropical depression formed in the Caribbean Sea on Wednesday with projections indicating it 

will move into the Gulf of Mexico in the coming days. 

According to the National Hurricane Center, the depression should move slowly northwestward 

across or near the eastern portions of Nicaragua and Honduras on Thursday, move into the 

northwestern Caribbean Sea by Friday, and emerge over the southern Gulf of Mexico by 

Saturday. 

Maximum sustained winds are near 35 mph (55 km/h) with higher gusts. The depression is 

expected to become Tropical Storm Nate by Wednesday night. 

Story Continued Below 
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Tropical Depression Sixteen 
Wednesday October 04, 2017 
2 PM EDT Intermediate Advisory 1 A 
NWS Natlonai Hurricane Center 

Current information: x 
Center !ocalion 123 N 82.3 W 
Maximum sustained wind 35 mph 
Movement NW at 7 mph 

P.otential track area: Watches: Warnings: 

Forecast positions: 
• Tropical Cyckmo O Post/Potential TC 
Sustainod winds: D < 39 mph 
:S 39-73 mph H 74-110 mph M > 110 mph 

Current wind extent: 
~Day H:l €»?: D2y 4,5 Huft\cane Trop Stm BHwrdc,wv,, .Trnp Stm Sim 

Image via the National Hurricane Center 

The storm is expected to strengthen into a hurricane before striking the Gulf Coast between 

Sunday and Monday. Current projections indicate the storm will drift eastward and affect 

portions of Florida, Alabama and Mississippi. 

Gov. John Bel Edwards said Wednesday that he's been monitoring the weather outlook. FEMA 

administrator Brock Long said he had been in contact with Edwards, as well as the governors of 

Mississippi, Florida and Alabama about the potential threat. 

"Residents along the Gulf Coast from Louisiana to Florida should monitor the progress of this 

system for the next several days and heed any advice given by local officials;· read an advisory 

from the NHC. 
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If the depression strengthens into hurricane it'll be the ninth of the season and possibly the 

third to strike the United States. 

Can't see the video below? Click here. 

ATLANTIC 
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Deputy Didn't Know A Secret Camera Was Filming Everything 
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Heartland Nutrients Supplement 
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EverQuote Insurance Quotes 

She Promised Her Best Friend She'd Carry Her Baby, But Then This Happened 
PresidentMommy 

She Had No Idea Why The Crowd Started Cheering 
Journalistate 

You Don't Need to Live with Dark Spots. Heres Why: 
Gundry MD 
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What She Did With An Old Cooler Is Genius 
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Head Cramp 

MORE FROM THE ADVOCATE 

• 6-year prison sentence for ex-Carnival queen who 

owned company at center of massive Medicare fraud 

case 

• 'Saints gear for sale' or the firepit: Protests anger 

some fans so much, they're boycotting team 

• New Orleans port to see largest cruise ship in its 

history with Norwegian Breakaway 

• Draft House closing at end of October, prompting 

changes to John Delgado's other downtown bars 

• EBRSO deputies escort daughter of Shawn Anderson 

in Walker High homecoming court 

THIS WEEK'S CIRCULARS 
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MORE FROM OUR PARTNERS 

• Bitcoin Millionaire: "Proceed - But with Caution" 

(Strategic Tech Investor) 

ill SelrMade Millionaire Boils Stock Success Down to 1 

Pattern (Shah Gilani's Wall Street Insights and 

Indictments) 

• CEO: "How To Succeed On Bit coin With $20" 

(pro.truealpha.co) 

ill Heartbreaking Titanic Photos That Were Thought To 

Be Lost [Gallery] (Standard News) 

ill 3 Tips for House Payments Made Easy 

(rates.bankrate.com) 
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Other Voices: It's EPA's job to 
ensure Superf und sites tested, 
leaks cleaned up 
By Beaurmnt Enterprise 
Oct. 4, 2017 at 11 :35 p.m. 

As if Hurricane Harvey didn't cause enough disruption along the Texas Gulf Coast, another troubling question has arisen: Did 

dangerous chemicals leak from Superfund sites that were flooded for days? 

Investigators fear that rra.y have happened with at least one site, the San Jacinto Waste Pits east of Houston. The federal 

Environmental Protection Agency has ordered two companies responsible for the site to study any damage to a protective cap of 

rock and fabric that was supposed to guard against this very problem. 

Tests already show that dioxin levels in nearby waters are rmre than 2,300 times the level that would trigger a cleanup. Dioxins, 

which can cost a host of health problem;, do not even dissolve easily in water. Those toxins can be carried far downstream. 

Problem; like this must be addressed now by the EPA. At least a dozen Superfund sites along the coast were inundated by Harvey. 

The amount of damage, if any, to each location is just not known. 

Most of the facilities involved chemicals or wastes that had been buried. But tanks at U.S. Oil Recovery, a former petroleum waste 

processing plant contaminated with cancer-causing chemicals, are also believed to have been compromised by Harvey's waters. 

Texans need to know if these sites have been breached. Anything that leaks out of them is directly hazardous to human health. If 

fish or shellfish are contaminated, which is highly possible, people who consume them also would be exposed to danger. 

This is one of the rmst important responsibilities the EPA has, but any assistance that state environmental officials could provide 

would be helpful. 

Superfund sites are basically the worst of the worst, places where toxic substances were dumped or discarded before their true 

danger was known. Now we know. Harvey's death toll was bad enough. It shouldn't be allowed to grow in future years because of 

inaction now. 

Flags at half-staff 

The U.S. and Texas flags at the News-Journal remain at half-staff today as a mark of respect for the victim; of gun violence in las 

Vegas. 

Under an order from President Donald Trump, the flags will remain at half-staff through sunset today. 

Please join us as we rmurn those killed, the families torn apart and those who were injured. 
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